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(54) THE CELL EPITOPE OF HEPATITIS B VIRUS NUCLEOCAPSID PROTEIN 

(57)Abstract: 

NEW MATERIAL: An immunogenic polypeptide conjugate contg. the hepatitis B virus 
nucleocapsid protein(HBcAg) operatively bonded with the polypeptide immunogen via an amino 
acid residue side chain. 

USE: A vaccine and therapeutic agent for hepatitis B. 

PROCESS: For example, the polypeptide corresponding to an HBcAg region is synthesized by a 
solid phase method of successively bonding the polypeptide to a solid phase carrier according to 
the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide and the polypeptide is desorbed from the solid 
carriers, by which the polypeptide is obtd. Next, the polypeptide is air oxidized in a soln. to 
obtain the synthesized peptide immunogen bonded by a cysteine residue. Further, the 



polypeptide is bonded to the HBcAg of the immunogenic carrier activated by m- 
maleimidebenzoyi-N-hydroxysuccinimide ester, by which the immunogenic polypeptide 
conjugate is obtd. 
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